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Hepatitis bJtous i isracnoN from a 

NEEDLE STICK 

To The Editors: 

A new problem has recently occurred In our rib« <^ mA 
^ by intraveao^ dnig ^ ^ discarded in a^buc 
fife JSE*?/?™ he * atiti3 c vinTanl 

S bwv^ ^ by parenteral 10 «^-- 

^ yeat ?2 d ^J*.™" admitted in the hospital because of 

rtk JS^** antib0dy , «•*■ P 01 *^ By history £ S 
nsk facte was an antecedent injury from a needle 
b ya»e«ri£rknowntobe^^ 

KBV surface anhgea- and core antibody-nesalive HtvT 
antibody were not detected in the chfliTffiLS! 
^carrier of pvsurfaee antigen for^STS™ 
without response to treatment with interferon. 7 

Hepautos B virus infection from occupational needle stidu 
has been documented in health care nim^^StSS^ 
nnsdonriakisbetween 6 and 80*. de^erSgon thVaWe" 

Barcekna the rate of HBV carriers varies between sTand 
fcl^L^ ! tadl « HBV eurface antigen has been 
inF^^Ti^l^ taxied in the street and collected 

^f^ 63 " e 2 fi ™» ^ cfHBV infection exists m the 

^^iscarded by an intravenous drug uWin a pubJcpkcI 
Postexposure unmunoprophylaas against HBV with vKe 
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end hyperimmune gamma-globulin in the management rf«, a 

already had a complete hepatitis B vaccination? Wt 
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EVALUATION OF RAKD STREPTOCOCCAL 
DETECTION TESTS 

To The Editors: 



teats 



noo 



to waived tests for hemoilobih. iSSlSj bte 
«f^*ow™tfi^^ 

ual tests cost between $3.50 and jftoS" ' d i 

results are obtained in about 5 min. J»»«J»w and 

^t^pared results of the OSOM™ t«t n • , 

specimens the spedffciw for wKr 15 j* fultupe-negatlve 
1 W fn/\ fe T7 ., C| v l ° r DOth antigen detect on tests was 
100% Cno felse positives). For the 103 n,ih,« . 

9«t^9^r^ectiv45~ . . SI "P •* tests w m 

SoSI'a "^' tamuoMtoonatoeriphic JtasKck 

Strep A test performed at least as well as fhlh^ttr^JZ 

nageatsteps, the color endpoE SffitiJSSL^ ^ 

»^ 

negative controls which aretoE : leSS? P £V 7* a °, d 
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CIRCUMCISION AND INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
To The Editors: 

circuindsioa U rood far the wmM "jrl^. ^ . th ? t 



article, which is a rambline melanin. «r r a .». 
speculations, fails to proS tS s £l^ P ™ ns 
What is the risfcbenefit »fc?ff^^l»« 

asscssine h r is e,arion sssiS!; cfrers 

Lacking the necessary feets he drowns us into? «v v 
ranges from preposterous to inwmpVeWblf i^f 1 ^ 
somee^plesofboth. There are, he SKs lain?- me ate 
of diarrhea, 400 million cases ofmalaHi .200 Lin- " Wa 
schistosomiasis and 4 million deSa'usK T C ^ M of 
diseases. These- numbers are Jffi S l^tlT^^ 
turrent prevalence, as is the I99T25 P d nom of 

For millennia the male's preputial ««Ht»i i i at| 

He promises us that, This paoer Is *n «f*IZTV ' * * 




haematobium in E»rt hL . w3E£". ^ "^f tosomiasis 

Starts w£ss£.£a tot ■ 

easy penetration of the eerS The Kr P 
prevalence of urinary SS^ftSl* 8 
(boys and men have occupational contact wit£L£ J* 1 *?"™ 

absorption of infected cdls throu fi hX feed£?«S dJ by 
eous membrane fl» «m» ♦ leeaing IniantTs mu- 

These are but a few examples of W*fc»» . 

Jiteratare strongly supports it anaJ e es » and current 
His conclusion is a reprise of his introduction- f 11 ?nftw^-,, 
are the primary source of morbidity Sf^SSSSS 

Michael Katz, MJD. 



